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May / June 2018 

Forum for Equalities and Human Rights in Southwark  

Newsletter 

 

News 

Home Office consultation: Windrush Compensation – Call for Evidence 

The Home Office have launched a May 2018 consultation to support those of the 
Windrush generation who have faced difficulties in establishing their status under the 
immigration system. 

Responses must be made by 8 June 2018. 

This call for evidence is the first step in making sure that the government provides 
redress for financial losses. 

The Home Office want to engage with the individuals and communities most closely 
affected and, in particular, understand properly how they might address them 
through a compensation scheme. 

This consultation closes on 8 June 2018. 

Equality and Diversity Forum launches Practical Equality Rights in Welfare 
Benefits Advice, Online Handbook 

This handbook will help everyone working in welfare benefits advice to make 
practical use of the Equality Act to solve everyday discrimination problems and fill 
the ‘discrimination advice gap’. 

View our online handbook or download our quick guide (pdf). 

What is the Practical Equality Rights in Welfare Benefits Advice handbook? 

For welfare benefits advisers and information providers working in community groups 
and advice organisations, the handbook has tips and tools about identifying 
discrimination.  For advisers there are case studies, checklists and tools to help you 
use the Equality Act to solve your clients’ everyday problems in a practical way. 

For advice managers, the handbook has a new guide about managing and improving 
the delivery of discrimination advice. 

The handbook also includes a new guide to demonstrating the equality impact of 
welfare benefits advice, using the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Measurement Framework, an A-Z of Equality Rights, a directory of equality 
resources, FAQs, four downloadable posters, and a downloadable ‘quick guide’. 

Developed with support from the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/windrush-compensation-call-for-evidence
http://www.edf.org.uk/practical-equality-rights-in-welfare-benefits-advice/
http://www.edf.org.uk/practical-equality-rights-in-welfare-benefits-advice/
http://www.edf.org.uk/practical-equality-rights-in-welfare-benefits-advice/
http://www.edf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Practical-Equality-Rights-in-Welfare-Benefits-Advice-A-Quick-Guide.pdf
https://equalityhumanrights.com/
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Equality and Human Rights Commission report: Housing and Disabled People 
– Britain’s Hidden Crisis 

Housing is the cornerstone of independent living, yet many disabled people live in 
homes that do not meet their requirements. 

This is according to the May 2018 report on housing and disabled people in England, 
Wales and Scotland by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC). 

The report finds that 1 in 3 disabled people in private rented properties live in 
unsuitable accommodation. And in England, only 7% of homes meet minimal 
accessibility requirements. 

Disabled people can experience serious deterioration in their mental wellbeing as a 
result of living in unsuitable accommodation. 

The EHRC’s research into housing and disability uncovered 4 major challenges: 

 Disabled people are demoralised and frustrated at the housing system 

 There is a chronic shortage of accessible homes 

 Installing home adaptations involves unacceptable bureaucracy and delay 

 Disabled people are not getting the support that they need to live 
independently. 

Recommendations to meet these challenges fall into the following categories: 

 Building more accessible and adaptable homes 

 Improving the installation of home adaptations 

 Matching homes to the people who need them 

 Supporting people to live independently. 

Mental Health Equality for BAMER communities in London 

Race on the Agenda (ROTA) and HEAR Network in partnership with London-wide 
BAMER organisations are calling for an end to unequal provision and access to 
Mental Health services for Black, Asian and Minority, Ethnic and Refugee (BAMER) 
communities. The Mental Health Equality Campaign asks newly elected councillors 
to commit to six points co-authored by Experts by Experience, user-led VCS and 
BAMER NGOs, to improve the design, commissioning and delivery of mental health 
services for BAMER communities and, therefore, reduce mental health inequality. 

The campaign team emailed the letter to all newly elected councillors in 32 borough 
councils and the City of London. Several councillors have pledged their commitment 
to Mental Health Equality and we will be following up with them. We also tweeted the 
letter to London-wide local parties, cc-ing Clinical Commissioning Groups as well as 
the Mayor of London. Within days, over 75 BAMER organisations and individuals co-
signed the letter.  

If you have not already, we ask you to support our campaign by: 

 Signing up to the open letter electronically 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publication-download/housing-and-disabled-people-britains-hidden-crisis
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 Emailing or mailing the open letter to newly elected councillors in your 
borough 

 Using Social Media to hold local parties, local candidates, local authorities, 
CCG’s and other mental health stakeholders to account, using the following 
hash tags: #MHEquality #MentalHealth4All #HardlyHardToReach 

 Sharing the open letter with your network 

https://www.rota.org.uk/content/mental-health-equality-bamer-communities-london 

Southwark LGBT Network Network Borough Wide Survey 2018 

In June 2018, we will be launching our Borough Wide LGBTQ+ consultation. We 
want to make sure that services, local government and voluntary services are aware 
of our health and social care needs and the way we feel about Southwark. Further 
details will be sent out shortly.  

To sign up to the member list, please click here. 

 

Training 

 

Our Equality and Human Rights Framework: Learning Programme in South 
East – June 2018 

Equality and Diversity Forum 

Dates:  11 June 2018 
Location: Green Park, 100 Longwater Avenue Green Park, Reading RG2 6GP 
Cost:  Free with a £50 refundable deposit 

Want help using equality and human rights to achieve your organisation’s core 
purpose?  

We have launched our Equality and Human Rights Framework – a free digital toolkit 
for voluntary and community sector organisations. 

We’re looking for people at voluntary and community organisations in the South 
East to register for our Framework learning programme. This free series of 
workshops will explore how to use the Framework to integrate equality and human 
rights into your work. 

 

Funding 

Weston Anniversary Fund 
The Weston anniversary Fund celebrates 60 years of the Garfield Weston 
Foundation. The Fund launched at the beginning of the year and closes soon, 
offering £30,000 to £150,000 to provide new or improve existing community facilities. 
Grants must be spent, and projects completed by 31st December 2020. 
Deadline:  30 June 2018 

https://www.rota.org.uk/content/mental-health-equality-bamer-communities-london
http://eepurl.com/dxemcn
http://www.edf.org.uk/framework/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7_RkPKYpK6XkNHPnW-ZY1NRe7uSF7NjrSvsGjMgk_f-8jbQ/viewform
https://anniversary.garfieldweston.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Weston-Anniversary-Fund-Application-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.edf.org.uk/our-equality-and-human-rights-framework-learning-programme-in-south-east/
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The Good Neighbourhood Fund 
The Fund will support organisations working to bring people together; supporting 
older people, refugees and asylum seekers, and people with mental health 
problems. Grants available range from £5,000 to £10,000 per year over two years. 
Deadline: 16 July 2018 (12 noon) 

Mayor of London: Young Londoners Fund 
The Fund supports projects working with children and young people (aged 10-21) 
across London, who are either at risk of exclusion or involvement in criminal activity 
or have been involved in criminal activity. Grants range from up to £10k per year for 
3years for small organisations, to £50k-£150k per year for large organisations.  
Deadline: Monday 9 July 2018 (12 noon) 

 

Events 

Refugee Week in Southwark 

Saturday, June 16th – 12pm 
All Saints Church, Blenheim Grove, Peckham (1 minute from Peckham Rye Station) 

 

Southwark Refugee Response will be holding a half-day event with food, music, films 
and discussion at All Saints Church in Peckham from noon. The event will be 
facilitated by Guardian columnist and broadcaster Giles Fraser, who is currently the 
parish priest at St Mary’s, Newington. 
 

Other speakers confirmed so far: 
Maurice Wren – Chief Executive of the Refugee Council 
Shivani Jegarajah – human rights lawyer for Justitia Chambers 
Pierre Makhlouf – Bail in Detention – campaigner for the welfare and rights of 
migrants 
Jamala Abdullahi – student at LSBU who has recently visited Calais Camps 
Southwark-based Refugees 
Representative from Peckham Sponsors Refugees 

Entrance is free but we’re asking for £4 donations on the door from people who are 
working. Book tickets here  Tickets 

Southwark LGBT Network Meeting – June 2018 

The next Network meeting of the year will be taking place on: 
 
Tuesday, 19 June 2018, 6:00-8:00pm  
Cambridge House, 1 Addington Square, Camberwell, SE5 0HF.  

https://londoncf.org.uk/grants/the-good-neighbourhood-fund
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/young-londoners/apply-young-londoners-fund
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/opening-event-for-refugee-week-2018-in-southwark-tickets-45417598259
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The theme for this meeting is: Needs/Support around LGBT Asylum & Immigration. 

Home Office data shows that THOUSANDS of Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual asylum 
seekers have been rejected over the past few years.  As Southwark is a richly 
diverse borough, we want to share and explore how we can work together as a 
community to support their needs. If you know anyone that would like to get 
information for themselves or someone else, please do share the event details and 
encourage them to attend. 

Speakers include: 

UK Lesbian and Immigration Group (UKLGIG) 

Micro Rainbow International 

House of Rainbow 

If you know anyone that would like to get information for themselves or someone 
else, please do share the event details and encourage them to attend. 

Please confirm your attendance by emailing Nathan@communitysouthwark.org / 
Chair@SouthwarkLGBTNetwork.com 

The Women’s Budget Group, End Violence Against Women Coalition and 
Surviving Economic Abuse report launch: Universal Credit and Financial 
Abuse: Exploring the Links – 20 June 2018 

 

Date: 20 June 2018 
Location: Committee Room 15, House of Commons 
Time: 3.00–4.30pm 

The Women’s Budget Group, End Violence Against Women Coalition and Surviving 
Economic Abuse will launch their new report on Universal Credit and Financial 
Abuse. 

Age UK: For Later Life Conference – 5 September 2018 

 

Date: 5 September 2018 
Location: Church House Westminster, London, SW1P 3NZ 
Cost: £69 – 149 +VAT 

Age UK invite you to their annual For Later Life Conference. This year’s theme is ‘A 
Later Life worth Living’. Continue reading 

 

 

mailto:Nathan@communitysouthwark.org
http://www.edf.org.uk/the-womens-budget-group-end-violence-against-women-coalition-and-surviving-economic-abuse-report-launch-universal-credit-and-financial-abuse-exploring-the-links/
http://www.edf.org.uk/the-womens-budget-group-end-violence-against-women-coalition-and-surviving-economic-abuse-report-launch-universal-credit-and-financial-abuse-exploring-the-links/
http://www.edf.org.uk/the-womens-budget-group-end-violence-against-women-coalition-and-surviving-economic-abuse-report-launch-universal-credit-and-financial-abuse-exploring-the-links/
https://wbg.org.uk/events/report-launch-might-universal-credit-increase-risk-financial-abuse/
https://wbg.org.uk/events/report-launch-might-universal-credit-increase-risk-financial-abuse/
http://www.edf.org.uk/age-uk-for-later-life-conference/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/our-impact/conferences/for-later-life/
http://www.edf.org.uk/age-uk-for-later-life-conference/#more-44814
http://www.edf.org.uk/the-womens-budget-group-end-violence-against-women-coalition-and-surviving-economic-abuse-report-launch-universal-credit-and-financial-abuse-exploring-the-links/
http://www.edf.org.uk/age-uk-for-later-life-conference/
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Other dates for your calendar 

June - Gypsy, Roma & Travellers History Month 
1 - 7 Volunteers Week 
11 - 17 Carers Week 

https://citizensadvice.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e5709e33ab37630d8a8d4be&id=f18e6e83d3&e=04b5727ca5
https://citizensadvice.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e5709e33ab37630d8a8d4be&id=5baf1adf5b&e=04b5727ca5
https://citizensadvice.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e5709e33ab37630d8a8d4be&id=8d4fd29c3e&e=04b5727ca5

